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My First Pool, was the Kitchen Sink is a contemporary arts exhibition
curated by Jantae’ Spinks with generous underwriting from Someday, and
We Will 501(c)3, perpetuating radical connections between ancestry,
water, and belonging. The selected works, crafted by American
practitioners from Texas, Kentucky, lllinois, Indiana, and Michigan,
consider belonging as a conceptual framework. Home is where the hearth
is, where “Papa laid his hat” (The Undisputed Truth, 1972), a safety net
molding us for better or worse. No amount of heat could keep us out of
the kitchen, this was where we learned, where we were reprimanded and
rewarded, where the bills stacked up - aside the sliced bread, hotdog
buns, and coffee cake. The gas stove kept the comb hot when a salon
was required and bellies filled when the lights were off.

This exhibition centers this ideal through the lens of afro-futurism,
historical inquiry, and artful placemaking - augmented by a call for
discernment. The contemporary American family faces epidemics of
silence, political distrust, technological interdependency, and
capitalistic entertainment. As we all face uncertain shores and vague
futures, how many of us have the opportunity to pause, rest, and
navigate the “breadcrumbs” to a cozier yesterday? Is it appropriate to
simply settle into the whimsy of the past? Aren’t we exchanging
recipes for conveniences promised again? Will we walk in the
footsteps of our ancestors, and keep house for those who come next?

'TNVIEST IN THIE HUMAN SOUIL, WHO KNOWS,
IT MIGHT BE A DIAMOND IN THE ROUGH."

Support our efforts
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